
9 August, 2008.

Circular Letter LSS 03/08

Re: Capital Funding Programme for Public Libraries

To: Each County/City Manager, County/City Librarian

The Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. Michael Kitt, T.D., wishes to notify your authority of the new Capital Funding Programme for Libraries. This is a result of the second report on public library policy, Branching Out – Future Directions, launched on 23 June 2008. 
1. Funding of Library Projects

(a) Those projects currently under construction and with tender approval (Stage 3) will continue to be paid the appropriate and agreed percentage of certified expenditure (buildings, furniture and fittings 75%, stock and equipment 50%) on each claim until the allocation is exhausted.
(b) The future maximum level of capital funding will be decided on a case by case basis. Local authorities will be required to provide the balance of capital funding on approved projects from their own resources and/or through other sources such as private sector funding. 
(c) Construction costs eligible for grant-aid will not exceed those set out in the approved tender for the project, in the interests of rigorous cost control of projects.
(d) Under the new capital programme library authorities will be invited to submit projects for grant aid under the following categories:
(i) capital grant aid for buildings, fittings, stock etc

(ii) refurbishment grant aid

(iii) book/equipment grant aid in cases where the local authority is itself funding the construction costs etc from its own resources, and

(iv) grant aid for mobile libraries of delivery vans.
It should be noted that grant aid for any individual project can only be sought under one category. 

(e) 
No funding will be sanctioned in respect of a project not included in the new capital programme.
2. Prioritising Development Proposals

(a) The Department will attach priority to completing those proposals which have reached tender stage (Stage 3) and in completing final claims in respect of completed projects.
(b) To assist the Department in formulating its multi-annual expenditure programme 2008-2012, library authorities are asked to prepare a priority list for library development. Each library authority must make a return. Each Library Authority can only nominate 4 projects in order of priority. 
Proposals in previous capital programmes which have not received tender approval are withdrawn.

Sanction in respect of proposals which have received Approval in Principle (Stage 1) or SketchDesign/Cost Plan (Stage 2) is now withdrawn. However, it is open to each Library Authority, to include these proposals on the priority list or take the opportunity of nominating new projects. Projects which previously had Stage 1 or Stage 2 approval and which are included in a new programme need not seek such approval again.

(c) Grant aid for projects may be sought under any one of the categories outlined at paragraph 1(d) above. Please use the attached Library Project Priority Form and ensure that realistic estimates of size, costs and commencement date and completion date for each project listed. 
3. Library Projects and One-Stop-Shops

Where a library project is being developed as part of a combined project such as an area office or a civic centre, the procedures set out in Department Circular G2/88 and the accompanying Memorandum G286/17 must be complied with in full if the library project is to qualify for grant aid. It is also essential that the priority to be assigned to the library element should take full account of the construction timescale for the overall project. Input size of the Library portion only on the priority list.
4. Mobile Libraries and Vans

Mobile Libraries and Vans will continue to be grant-aided up to 100% for approved certified expenditure and should feature on the library project priority form where appropriate.
5. Non Exchequer funded Libraries

Grant aid may be provided for furniture fittings, ICT and book stock up to 100% in new library buildings being provided by library authorities without Exchequer funding. Any such proposal should also feature on the priority form above.
The Minister will announce the list of projects to be included in the Capital Programme 2008-2012 in due course. A circular will issue to update criteria which will apply in the assessment of projects at Approval in Principle and other stages of the process.

The deadline for receipt of these priority forms is 12 noon, 15 September 2008 and should be addressed to the undersigned at Unit 1, Ardcavan Business Park, Ardcavan, Co. Wexford. 
____________
Dave Corcoran

Assistant Principal
Local Services Section
Email: dave_corcoran@environ.ie

LIBRARY PROJECT PRIORITY FORM
Library Project Priority Form 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Priority
	Library name/

Location
	Size in Sq m
	Total Estimated Cost (€)
	Part of One stop shop (Y/N)
	Due to commence
	Due to finish
	Estimate of local authority contribution (€)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Signed: ___________________________

Date:______________________
City/County Manager or Director of Service

