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To each City and County Manager.

Taking in Charge of Housing Estates/Management Companies

A chara,

I am directed by Mr. Dick Roche, T.D., Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, to refer to Section 180 of the
Planning and Development Act, 2000 which places a legal obligation
on local authorities to take in charge housing estates, finished or
unfinished, where certain conditions have been met.

Substantial work is being done by many planning authorities to ensure
that estates are finished to a high standard by the developer and then
taken in charge by the authority. Given the high rate of completions of
houses in recent years, this work has taken on an even greater
importance and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future.

However, the Department has also received a number of complaints
about lack of effective action by some local authorities in relation to
taking in charge of housing estates. Some of these complaints related
to recently built estates. There are also a number of complaints of
undue delay in taking in charge estates built 20 or 30 years ago.

For that reason, the Minister has directed that certain general principles
on taking in charge would be set out.

The Minister has also directed that a report be submitted to the
Department on how each local authority is performing in this area.
For that reason you are requested to supply the information sought in
the appendix to this letter to the Department, certified as correct by
yourself, as soon as possible, but by no later than 24 February, 2006.
County managers should incorporate the necessary information on any
town councils within the county area.

This information will allow the Department to review the ongoing
work of local authorities in this area and determine whether additional
policy, advice or support from the Department is necessary.

Taking in charge
It is necessary for all planning authorities to establish, as a priority, a
policy on taking in charge which should be approved by the members
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