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Ireland’s environment is a vital natural resource which all depend
on and,consequently, all must cherish.It has its own intrinsic
worth;it is central to a good quality of life today;it is vital for the
well-being of future generations;and it is a key part of what
attracts people and investment to Ireland.In short,a high quality
environment is essential for economic progress and for
sustainable development generally.

Since 1992,significant progress has been made in Ireland towards
good environmental management,within the framework of
national sustainable development policy.A range of measures has
been taken to protect and enhance Ireland’s environmental
quality, including:

• the building-up of a strong and effective Environmental
Protection Agency,

• the putting in place of a modern legislative framework for
environmental protection,

• adoption of a National Climate Change Strategy in 2000,
which sets out actions to be implemented to ensure that
Ireland meets its target under the Kyoto Protocol,

• publication of the Green Paper on Sustainable Energy (1999)
matched with a commitment of 222 million for its
implementation under the National Development Plan 2000-
2006 (1999),

• record investment in water services to meet development
needs,tackle water quality problems,and upgrade rural
water supplies,

• implementing water catchment management strategies and
other measures to protect and improve water quality  in
rivers and lakes,

• the establishment of clear policy direction for waste
management in Changing Our Ways (1998) and Preventing
and Recycling Waste:Delivering Change (2002),

• the banning of leaded petrol and reduction of sulphur in
diesel,extension of the ban on bituminous  coal to 11
further areas with 4 more in prospect in 2003 and
substantial increases in investment in public transport,

• publication of revised Guidelines on Local Agenda 21 in 2001
to help give new impetus towards local sustainable
development,

• inclusion in the Planning and Development Act 2000 of
sustainable development as a yardstick against which
development proposals are to be evaluated,

• the establishment and operation of Comhar to advance
sustainable development on the basis of dialogue and
partnership,

• implementation of a major campaign to promote greater
public awareness of environmental issues,

• the establishment of extensive conservation areas for
biodiversity,

• the adoption of a National Biodiversity Plan in 2002.

These and other measures provide a good foundation on which
to work for greater integration between environment and
economic/sectoral policies,which is a key challenge for
sustainable development in Ireland today.
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This report has:

• summarised change in Ireland since UNCED,

• g i ven an account of re l evant milestones over the past decade,

• identified current env i ronmental trends (including pre s s u re s
on the env i ronment) and the need for fuller integration
b e t ween env i ronmental and economic/sectoral policies,

• set out priorities for sustainable development policy and
action in the period to 2010.

In overall terms,public policy can go a long way towards meeting
the challenge presented by sustainable development and this
report sets out priorities to this end. But sustainable
development is not solely about Government and what it will do;
rather, it is about all parties involved  – Government,social
partners,NGOs,individual citizens – in their different roles and
capacities making the right decisions and taking the right actions,
in partnership with each other.

Participation and involvement are essential if the vision of
sustainable development is to be realised.The challenge is for all
to play their full part in policy and action towards sustainable
development.Only in this way will the resource that is Ireland’s
environment continue to be available for the enjoyment and
benefit of present and future generations.

At the global level also, there is increasing demand on eco-
systems to provide resources and to absorb emissions and waste
resulting from their use.A prudent use of natural resources and
protection of eco-systems,together with economic prosperity
and social advance, are essential for sustainable development at
the national and wider international levels.The future action set
out in this report,drawing on review and assessment of where
Ireland now stands in relation to sustainable development,will
help achieve that goal.
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