
Major national inventory programmes have been carried out for
many habitats recognised as being of importance from the point
of view of biodiversity and for some species or groups of species.
In addition to Government,NGOs,academic institutions and
private individuals also play a significant role in work on
identification,monitoring and research.Knowledge of many
groups of species,especially invertebrates,is limited; work at the
genetic level,with a few exceptions,is in its infancy.

A problem of overgrazing of sensitive mountainous grazing areas
by sheep in the mid-1990s was addressed initially in 1998.
Farmers in the worst affected 6 Western counties,who were not
participating in REPS, were required to reduce sheep quota
numbers by 30%. Subsequently, all affected areas were assessed
to establish the degree of damage . Commonage Framework 

Plans,specifically designed to establish environmentally sustainable
grazing practices and to allow for the regeneration of areas found
to be degraded,have been prepared for 90% of commonage areas
nationally. Participants in EU schemes farming such commonage
land must comply with the requirements of these Plans.

The basic designation for wildlife protection areas in Ireland is
the Natural Heritage Area.In 1995,proposals for over 1,100
NHAs were published;in July 2001,the commencement order
was signed to give effect to powers introduced for the statutory
process of designation and protection under the Wildlife
(Amendment) Act 2000.Many of the NHAs have overlapping
designations of SAC and/or SPA.There are about 800 NHAs
which do not have SAC/SPA designation;they cover an area of
about 113,000 hectares.
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Black-necked Grebe Red-throated Diver Dunlin 
Common Scoter Black-throated Diver Jack Snipe 
Hen Harrier Great Crested Grebe Snipe 
Red Grouse Cory’s Shearwater Woodcock 
Grey Partridge Great Shearwater Black-tailed Godwit 
Quail Sooty Shearwater Bar-tailed Godwit 
Corncrake Manx Shearwater Redshank 
Lapwing Leach’s Petrel Little Gull 
Curlew Gannet Mediterranean Gull 
Red-necked phalarope Cormorant Black-headed Gull
Roseate Tern Little Egret Common Gull 
Barn Owl Bewick’s Swan Sandwich Tern 
Nighjar Whooper Swan Common Tern 
Ring Ouzel White-fronted Goose Arctic Tern 
Chough Greylag Goose Little Tern 
Twite Brent Goose Guillemot 
Yellowhammer Shelduck Razorbill 
Corn bunting Wigeon Black Guillemot 

Gadwall Puffin 
Teal Stock Dove
Pintail Cuckoo 
Garganey Short-eared Owl 
Pochard Kingfisher 
Tufted Duck Skylark 
Scaup Sand Martin 
Eider Swallow
Goldeneye Yellow Wagtail 
Red-breasted Merganser Redstart
Goosander Whinchat 
Goshawk Stonechat 
Merlin Grasshopper Warbler 
Peregrine Reed Warbler 
Water Rail Lesser Whitethroat 
Spotted Crake Wood Warbler 
Coot Spotted Flycatcher 
Golden Plover Pied Flycatcher 
Grey Plover Redpoll
Knot 
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RED LIST AMBER LIST

The Red List shows species that
have been in rapid decline over
the past 25 years or whose
populations are much reduced
over recent historical times.

The Amber List includes species
that have undergone less severe
declines,with rare birds and
internationally important birds of
localised importance being
included on this list.

All other species are assigned to
the green or ‘no particular
conservation concern’ list.



Some of the proposed NHAs (pNHAs) are small (e.g.a roosting
place for rare bats),while others are large (e.g.a lake).The
Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) is compiling a list of geological
sites in need of protection through NHA designation. A
committee of expert geologists chooses the sites which will be
designated over a period of time , with the most “at risk” sites
receiving protection first.The GSI has completed its list of karst
(i.e. exposed limestone) and early fossil sites.

The formal designation of NHAs commenced in March 2002.
Landowners,or others,may object to such a designation if they
so wish,before the designation is confirmed. After a process of
consultation with land users and landowners,sites may be
formally designated.Before then,proposed NHAs are subject to
limited protection in the form of:

• the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS) plans
which require conservation of NHAs and operate for a
period of 5 years,

• ineligibility of NHA lands for certain grants,in particular
for forestry,

• recognition of the importance of NHAs by planning and
licensing authorities.

Under the W i l d l i fe (Amendment) Act 2000, NHAs are legally
p rotected from damage from the date they are fo r m a l ly pro p o s e d .

Owners affected by NHA, S AC and SPA designations and ow n e r s
of commonages may also benefit from agri-env i ronmental pay m e n t s
under REPS put in place in 1994. REPS is a vo l u n t a ry scheme and
farmers not participating in the scheme may alternative ly ap p ly fo r
compensation for losses incurred arising from the designation of
l a n d . In the case of commonages, farmers must participate in
either REPS or in a national scheme (as yet to be ap p roved as a
state aid by the EU Commission) as a condition of eligibility fo r
l i vestock premia and compensatory allowance pay m e n t s .
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A committee of expert geologists
chooses the sites which will be
designated over a period of time,
with the most “at risk” sites
receiving protection first.



Environment and health

EU and national policy aim at contributing to a high quality of life
and social well being for citizens by providing an environment
where the level of emissions does not give rise to harmful effects
on human health and the environment and by encouraging a
sustainable urban development.

WATER QUALITY 
While water quality trends are beginning to be reversed through
intensive action and investment,eutrophication remains Ireland’s
most serious environmental pollution problem.Eutrophication of
waters is a classic example of the impact of economic
development on the environment. In most cases,the primary
cause of eutrophication is phosphorus,although nitrates are also
a significant (and increasing) contributor in certain circumstances,
particularly in saline estuaries and marine waters.

Excess inputs of phosphorus,and nitrates,are contributed by
nearly all sectors of economic activity – domestic, public,
industrial and agricultural. Besides the main sources,such as
discharges of sewage and industrial wastes and losses from
agricultural activities,fish farming, forestry development and even
road building and other types of land disturbance may lead to
phosphorus losses to waters and consequently eutrophication on
a local level.However, agriculture has been identified as the single 

biggest contributor of nutrients to water, accounting for an
estimated 73% of all phosphorus inputs to water and 82% of
nitrate inputs.Measures to reduce nitrogen inputs to waters can
also reduce the levels of nitrous oxide and ammonia emitted to
the atmosphere, contributing significantly to climate change and
acidification policy respectively.

For the first time since national reports were prepared in the
early 1970s,a reversal of the trend of  deterioration in the river
system has been recorded leading to an increased proportion of
the river channel classified as unpolluted - from 67% in 1995-
1997 to 70% in 1998-2000. This is complemented by a marked
increase (by 28%) in lake surface areas classified as unpolluted in
the 1998-2000 period as compared to the 1995-1997 period.This
trend reversal has taken place during a period of unprecedented
economic growth.It is notable that the improvements have
occurred mainly in catchments that have had intensive
management programmes in the past 3-5 years.It is now critical
to extend and consolidate the gains that have been made.

Th e re was a steady improvement in bathing water quality
t h roughout the 1990s. In 2001, 97.7% of Ire l a n d ’s bathing water sites
complied with mandatory values laid down in the Bathing Wa t e r
D i re c t i ve.This positive trend has been linked to the strategic
i nvestment that has been made in new wastewater treatment plants.
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Emmissions of Volatile Organic Compounds and Carbon Monoxide 1990-2000

Emmissions of Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) 1990-2000



INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Indoor air pollution caused by environmental tobacco smoke
(ETS) is a significant health risk factor in Ireland.In Western
societies,with adult smoking prevalances of 30 to 50% (Ireland:
31%),it is estimated that 50% of homes contain at least 1 smoker.
Smoking prevalence tends to be higher among men with less
education and lower incomes.A large number of non-smokers
are similarly exposed in the workplace .The harm from second
hand tobacco smoke on others,especially the unborn, young
children and non-smoking employees exposed unwillingly to
tobacco smoke, justifies strong intervention.Chronic exposure to
ETS increases the risk of lung cancer, cardiovascular disease and
bronchitis.ETS contains as many as 4000 chemicals,60 of which
are identified as carcinogenic. If Ireland is to reduce significantly
indoor air pollution from tobacco consumption,smoking
prevalance must be reduced.Strong environmental controls on
smoking in public buildings,facilities and workplaces are an
important public health instrument.An International Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control is being negotiated which will
agree international standards and provide a framework for
international co-operation in this area.

NOISE
While Ireland does not experience the level of noise pollution in
m a ny other highly urbanised, d e n s e ly - t r a f f i c ked and industrialised EU
Member States, due to increased levels of urban living, g re a t e r
economic pro s p e r i t y, i m p roved roads infrastructure, and re c o rd
l evels of car ow n e r s h i p, the problem of env i ronmental noise is a
g rowing one in modern Ire l a n d .A pro l i feration of noise sourc e s
poses new challenges for planners, policy makers and administrators
if citizens are to continue to enjoy quiet areas and a high quality of
l i fe consistent with reasonable levels of ambient noise.

The EU has agreed a major policy on environmental noise
assessment and management requiring the mapping of noise
levels in agglomerations from major transport and industry noise
sources and the development of action plans to reduce adverse
noise impacts.
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Resource Efficiency and 
Waste Management

Ireland needs to achieve better resource efficiency through
breaking the link between the rate of economic growth,and use
of resources and the generation of waste . This will involve a shift
to more sustainable production and consumption patterns aimed
at significant gains in resource efficiency.

The production of waste materials has always been an inevitable
side-effect of economic activity but has become one of the
defining characteristics of the modern,consumerist society.
Waste is now a major concern in many countries including
I re l a n d . Municipal waste generation per capita in Ire l a n d , at 560 kg,
is above the OECD average, and sets a firm challenge for bringing
forward appropriate policy responses for the prevention and
recovery of waste.

The National Waste Database Report 1998 , which was published in
2000,estimated that total non-agricultural waste arisings
amounted to over 15 million tonnes per annum. Recovery rates
varied across sectors:

• municipal:2.1 million tonnes with a recovery rate of 9%,

• industrial:9.1 million tonnes with a recovery rate of 27%,

• construction and demolition:2.7 million tonnes with a
recovery rate of 43%,

• hazardous:0.4 million tonnes with a recovery rate of 41%.
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In Ireland,the main disposal method is landfill and this approach
is not sustainable. In addition,the need for a national waste
recycling infrastructure is well recognised.

The Policy Statement, Changing Our Ways, was published by the
Minister for the Env i ronment and Local Government in October
1 9 9 8 .This provides a national policy framework for the adoption
and implementation of strategic waste management plans, u n d e r
which specific national objectives and targets would be attained.T h e
fo l l owing targets over a 15-year timescale have been established:

• diversion of 50% of household waste from landfill,

• development of composting and other biological treatment
facilities capable of treating up to 300,000 tonnes of
biodegradable waste per annum,

• recycling of 35% of municipal waste,

• recycling of at least 50% of construction and demolition
(C&D) waste within a 5-year period,with a progressive
increase to at least 85% over 15 years.

Alternative systems for the collection and treatment of wastes,
involving the provision of an integrated waste management
infrastructure, are prerequisites if these targets are to be realised.

Irish waste management is now moving from planning to
implementation,taking full account of the waste hierarchy. Local
authorities now need to deliver early and sustained progress in
the implementation of all aspects of waste management plans,
particularly those dealing with segregated collection services,
waste minimisation,local waste recycling infrastructure and public
education and awareness,to move away as rapidly as possible
from undue reliance on landfill.Under the plans,bring bank
density will increase from 1 to every 3,000 people to 1 for every
500-1,000 people;the number of civic amenity sites will be more
than doubled to over 85;and segregated collection of waste will
be rolled out to most urban centres where economically feasible.

There is already clear evidence of progress in recycling:

• segregated collection in Dublin and other areas including
Galway, Nenagh,County Waterford and parts of Louth 
and Meath,

• over 1,300 bring banks,compared with 400 in 1994,

• most areas of the country are serviced by civic amenity
centres,

• recycling of over 200,000 tonnes of packaging waste in
2001 and achievement of the  national target of 25%
recycling for this waste.

I reland is committed to building on pro g ress made so far by
a c h i eving improved waste prevention and much expanded waste
re c y c l i n g . A major new policy statement, Preventing and Recycling
Waste:Delivering Change, published in March 2002, p rovides a
f r a m ework for an integrated package of measure s ,i n c l u d i n g :

• a 127 million capital grant scheme under the National
Development Plan 2000-2006 (1999) for the provision of
infrastructure to support greater re-use and recycling,

• a National Waste Prevention Programme,

• the establishment of a National Waste Management Board
to co-ordinate, monitor, review and advise on all aspects of
waste management policy,

• a Recycling Consultative Forum and a Market
Development Group, to be established under the aegis of
the Board, representing the interests of the recycling
sector and supporting it by developing new markets for
recyclable material,

• the new plastic bag levy of 0.15 which already has had a
significant impact,

• a new landfill levy, from 1 June 2002,of 15 per tonne of
waste deposited in landfills,

• establishment of a new Environment Fund from the
proceeds of the levies on plastic bags and landfilling.
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